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I hereby certify that this correspondence and identified enclosures are being deposited with the United States Postal Service, first class mail, 
postage^prepaid, under 37 CFR 1 .8 on the date indicated, and addressed to MAIL STOP: IDS, Commissioner for Patents, Post Office Box 
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. ^ — ^ 



MAIL STOP: IDS 
Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sir/Madam: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, applicant brings the references listed on the 
attached Fomi PTO-1449 to the examiner's attention. 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. Do not construe the filing 
of this information disclosure statement as a representation that applicant has made a search (37 
C.F.R § 1.97(g)), or as an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability, or that no other material information exists. We enclose copies of any cited foreign 
documents. Copies of the U.S. references are not enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted: 

13 1 . Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 137 C.F.R. 8 1,561 



continued prosecution application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d), or within three 
months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 
in an international application; or before the mailing date of a first Office action 
on the merits, and therefore, Apphcant believes no fee is required; 
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Q 2. After the period specified in paragraph (1) above of this section, but before the 
mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 13, or a notice of 
allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.31 1, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied 
by either: 

Q a. A statement that: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months before the filing of the information disclosure statement; or 

(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a commxmication fi^om a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge 
of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months before the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; 

□ b. The fee for filing an Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 

1.1 7(p) is $180.00. 

n 3. After the period specified in paragraph (2) of this secfion, but on or before 
payment of the issue fee and is accompanied by: 

□ a. A statement that: 

(i) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign appHcation not more than three 
months before the filing of the information disclosure statement; or 
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(ii) No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a conmiunication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge 
of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § L56(c) more than three months before the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; 



O b. A petition requesting consideration of the information disclosure statement; 
and 

□ c. The petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(i). 



Applicant would appreciate the examiner initialing and signing a copy of attached Form 
PTO-1449 indicating that he or she considered the information and made the information of record. 

If the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the PTO determines that an 
extension or other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions 
of time and authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in 
connection with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 50-2638. 

Authorization is hereby given to charge any fees due, or credit any overpayment of fees, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2638. 



Date: December 22, 2003 
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Applicant(s) 


Amos S. Wasser 


Group Art Unit 


to be assigned 


Examiner Name 


to be assigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


ISSUE DATE 


PATENTEE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




6,223,026 


04.24,2001 


Martschitsch 










6,418,318 


07.09.2002 


Bamburak, et al. 










5,579,376 


11.26.1996 


Kennedy, et al. 










6,075,783 


06.13.2000 


Voit 










6,125,113 


09.26.2000 


Faixis, et al. 










6,389,130 


05.14.2002 


Shenoda, et al. 










5,933,785 


08.03.1999 


Tayloe 










5,657,373 


08.12.1997 


Hermansson et al. 










5,420,914 


05.30.1995 


Blumhardt 










6,052,597 


04.18.2000 


Ekstrom 










5,400,390 


03.31.1995 


Salin 










5,991,407 


11.23,1999 


Murto 










6,091,958 


07.18.2000 


Bergkvist et al. 










6,119,000 


09.12.2000 


Stephenson et al. 
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EXAMINER 
INITIALS 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


PUBLICATION 
DATE 


COUNTRY OR PATENT OFFICE 


CLAS 
S 


SUBCLAS 
S 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




WO 99/12365 


03-1999 


Sweden 






X 






EP 1058466 


06-2000 


EPO 






X 






WO 98/53629 


11.26.1998 


POT 






X 






EP 983702 lAl 


03.08.2000 


EPO 

(please refer to the corresponding 
international application WO 98/53629) 












EP 0 556 970 Al 


08.25.1993 


EPO 






X 






GB 2 269 512 A 


03-08-1992 


UK 






X 






DE43 02 820 Al 


01.28.1993 


Germany 








X 




WO 97/05729 


02.13.1997 


PCT 






X 






09018965 


01.17.1997 


EPO 






X 






WO 99/45730 


09.10.1999 


PCT 






X 





EXAMINER 
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DATE 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomnance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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